
PELAGIANISM: 
a spiritual boot camp

•We can be saved 
by our own 
efforts
•A very British 
heresy: 
‘God helps 
those who help 
themselves’
‘There’s no 
such things as 
society’



‘I find this rule: that for me, where I want 
to do nothing but good, evil is close at 
my side.  In my inmost self I dearly love 
God's law,  but I see that acting on my 
body there is a different law which 
battles against the law in my mind. So I 
am brought to be a prisoner of that law 
of sin which lives inside my body.  What 
a wretched man I am! Who will rescue 
me from this body doomed to death?  
God -- thanks be to him -- through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. So it is that I myself with 
my mind obey the law of God, but in my 
disordered nature I obey the law of sin.’                

Rom.7: 21-25

JANSENISM: 
‘We’re doomed!’



The advantages of Jansenism

• Access to the Scriptures for all:  ‘I am greatly struck by the 
wrong done to the Church and to religion by those who 
seek to prevent the children of God from reading what 
has been written for them by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit’. Antoine Arnauld

• Liturgy in the Vernacular
• Lay leadership within the church
• A heightened role for women in the church & in society
• A serious approach to the sacraments
• Civil rights for Jews and Protestants, the abolition of 

slavery



• Karma is getting what we deserve.  

• Grace is getting what we don’t deserve.

• [Grace is]the free and undeserved help that God 
gives us to respond to his call to become children of 
God […]partakers of the divine nature and of 
eternal life.  Grace is a participation in the life of 
God. It introduces us into the intimacy of Trinitarian 
life                   [CCC, 1996-7]

• ‘Then since the gifts that we have differ according 
to the grace that was given to each of us: if it is a 
gift of prophecy, we should prophesy as much as 
our faith tells us;  if it is a gift of practical service, let 
us devote ourselves to serving; if it is teaching, to 
teaching; if it is encouraging, to encouraging. When 
you give, you should give generously from the 
heart; if you are put in charge, you must be 
conscientious; if you do works of mercy, let it be 
because you enjoy doing them.  Let love be without 
any pretence. Avoid what is evil; stick to what is 
good.’ Rom. 12:6-9

What is grace?



Grace is primarily God’s universal self-
communication at all times to all human 
beings. Therefore, all truly human activity 
is a free, positive or negative, response to 
God’s offer of self—the grace at the heart 
of human existence.  

‘In every human person … there is 
something like an anonymous, 
unthematic, perhaps repressed, basic 
experience of being oriented to God … 
which can be repressed but not 
destroyed’ [Karl Rahner]

This is not ‘an experience’ but the ground 
of all experience, the ‘horizon’ in which 
all our experiences take place. 

GRACE AND 
DISCERNMENT



The ‘God of Little Things’

A genuine Christian must have the bold, but often hidden, 
confidence that ordinary daily life is the stuff of authentic 
life and real Christianity

‘That which is amazing and even confusing in the life of 
Jesus is that it remains completely within the framework of 
everyday living; we could even say that in him concrete 
human existence is found in its most basic and radical form. 
The first thing that we should learn from Jesus is to be fully 
human!’ [Karl Rahner, ‘On the Theology of Worship’, 121]



Discernment as paying attention 
to detail

• He wills that we know that he takes heed not only of 
noble things and great, but also of little and small, low and 
simple […] for he wills that we know that the least thing 
shall not be forgotten’.  Julian of Norwich

• ‘In hope, we already have salvation; in hope, not visibly 
present, or we should not be hoping -- nobody goes on 
hoping for something which is already visible.  But having 
this hope for what we cannot yet see, we are able to wait 
for it with persevering confidence.  And as well as this, the 
Spirit too comes to help us in our weakness, for, when we 
do not know how to pray properly, then the Spirit 
personally makes our petitions for us in groans that cannot 
be put into words and he who can see into all hearts knows 
what the Spirit means because the prayers that the Spirit 
makes for God's holy people are always in accordance with 
the mind of God.’ [Romans 8: 24-27]  



Real Life Occurrences of Grace

Accepting with hope 
the experience of utter 

loneliness

Forgiving with no 
expectation of the 
other’s gratitude or 

even of feeling good 
about one’s selflessness

Being utterly faithful 
to the depths of one’s 
conscience, even when 

taken as a fool

Praying, even when it 
feels useless 

Maintaining faith, 
hope and love, even 
when there are no 

apparent reasons for 
so doing

Experiencing bitterly 
the great gulf between 
what we desire from 

life and what it 
actually gives us

Silently hoping in the 
face of death



CONTEMPLATION 
AS ‘A LONG, LOVING LOOK AT THE REAL’

‘Finding God in all things’ entails believing 
that there is no human experience or subject 

of focus in which God is not present.



• ‘Father knows best’

• The (often voluntary or unconscious) 
infantilization of the laity

• The erroneous conviction that in 
practice priestly ordination confers 
extraordinary gifts on the individual 
outside the ministering of the 
sacraments and the word

• The limitation of roles of leadership 
and decision-making to those ordained

CLERICALISM



God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ has freed you from sin, given 
you a new birth by water and the 
Holy Spirit, and welcomed you into 
his holy people. He now anoints you 
with the chrism of salvation. As 
Christ was anointed PRIEST, 
PROPHET and KING, so may you 
live always as a member of his body, 
sharing everlasting life.



PROPHET



I can’t 
speak!

I’m too 
young! I’m a 

sinner!

Find 
someone 

else!



PROFESSIONAL 
NUISANCE





PROPHETIC GIFTS - any gift involving:
- listening attentively to God’s word
- discerning God’s presence in the world              
- teaching people to know, love and serve God
- encouraging people in the life of faith
- challenging what is contrary to God’s ways
- speaking God’s truth when power is abused. 



PRIESTLY GIFTS: 
‘bridge building’
reconciling
healing
revealing the sacred 





KINGLY GIFTS: 

Decision-making authority following 

Jesus the Servant King

KINGDOM VALUES:

Living and promoting a vision of the 

reign of God proclaimed by Jesus 

KIN-DOM VALUES

Thinking of people and treating them as kin

‘the blood of Jesus runs in our veins’





An evangelizing community 
gets involved by word and 
deed in people’s daily lives; it 
bridges distances, it is willing to 
abase itself if necessary, and it 
embraces human life, touching 
the suffering flesh of Christ in 
others. Evangelizers thus take 
on the “smell of the sheep” and 
the sheep are willing to hear 
their voice. 



‘The Christian message [is] not 
only “informative” but 
“performative”. That means:    
the Gospel is not merely a 
communication of things that 
can be known—it is one that 
makes things happen and is life-
changing. The dark door of 
time, of the future, has been 
thrown open. The one who 
has hope lives differently’.  

Pope Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi

Hope



• Interpretation – those who can help the community 
understand what it is experiencing and place that within its 
traditions, history and hope. 

• Articulating the reality – those who can speak the truth 
about the way things are for the whole community and can 
especially give voice to those who are silent or silenced by 
structures or circumstances.

• Carrying the pain – part of the task of leadership is carrying 
the pain of the community as it lives its faith in history.

• Affirming the gifts that are already there.

• Retaining the vision - in times of transition it is natural for a 
community either to seek security or look for the most 
expedient strategies for survival and stability.

Discerning Hope in 
Troubled Times



‘Prophecy: Articulating 
the Reality’

The joys and hopes, the grief 
and anguish of the people of our 
time, especially of those who are 
poor or afflicted, are the joys 
and hopes, the grief and anguish 
of the followers of Christ as 
well. Nothing that is genuinely 
human fails to find an echo in 
their hearts.’ 

[Gaudium et Spes, 1]

•



Embodiment/
Incarnation –
carrying the pain

Part of the task of 
leadership is carrying 
the pain of the 
community as it lives 
its faith in history. 
Eucharistic community 
is one that 
acknowledges in truth, 
holds in hope and 
supports in love the 
pain of those who 
suffer  



Affirming the gifts that are 
already there

‘Cynicism [...]is the temptation we face if we go down the road of 
disenchantment and disappointment… Isolation and withdrawal into 
one’s own interests are never the way to restore hope and bring about 
renewal. Rather, it is closeness; it is the culture of encounter.’ FT, 30



Hospitality is one specific way of 
rising to the challenge and the gift 
present in an encounter with those 
outside one’s own circle.





‘Hope, like every virtue, is a CHOICE 
that becomes a PRACTICE, 
that becomes SPIRITUAL MUSCLE 
MEMORY
It’s a RENEWABLE RESOURCE for 
moving through life as it is, 
not as we wish it to be.’

Krista Tippett

Hope





is not just a part of my life or a badge 
I can take off; it is not an “extra” or just 
another moment in life. Instead, it is 
something I cannot uproot from my 
being without destroying my very self. 

I am a mission on this earth; that is the 
reason why I am here in this world. We 
have to regard ourselves as sealed, 
even branded, by this mission of 
bringing light, blessing, enlivening, 
raising up, healing and freeing.

Evangelii Gaudium, 273

My mission of being 
in the heart of the people



Glory to God 
whose power, 
working in us, 
can do infinitely 
more than we 
can ask or 
imagine:

Glory to him 
from generation 
to generation in 
the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus 
for ever and 
ever. 

Amen. 


